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perial and theocratic formulae, overturned the traditional basis of Italian
political life and suggest the newer monarchies.

To this striking novelty Gregory IX opposed the imprescriptible
rights of the Church in their highest form: God reserved for himself alone
the power to judge the Holy See, under whose sentence he placed the
world in all hidden and open things. He cited the legend of the Dona-
tion of Constantine in its most exaggerated form, and added that of the
translation of the Empire: from Greece the Holy See transferred the
Empire to the Germans in the person of Charlemagne; but the Pope
renounced nothing of his right of supreme dominion.

But Frederick had already crossed the Mincio with the words: "Pil-
grims and travellers can go freely everywhere, and shall not I, the
Emperor, venture on the lands of the Empire?" He burnt Vicenza
(November 1236), and his lieutenants, Count Gebhard of Arnstein and
others, subdued the whole Trevisan March; but he was called back to
Germany to subdue the rebel Duke of Austria, and to effect the election
of his son Conrad as King of the Romans. He did not rebut the Pope's
renewed efforts at mediation, but when the resultant congress met at
Brescia in May 1237 Herman of Salza declared that, unless a peace
honourable to the Empire were concluded before the Emperor's return,
war would be resumed a Voutrance. On 12 September Frederick re-crossed
the Alps before an agreement was attained, and the die was cast. Refusing
further papal mediation, he besieged Goito on the Mincio in full force;
Mantua then submitted, and Montechiaro, the key of Brescia, was cap-
tured; some Lombard imperialists, fleeing the war, were even transported
to Corleone in Sicily. Frederick then encamped on the Oglio near Pon-
tevico, while on the opposite western bank were the Lombards under the
Venetian Peter Tiepolo, then podesta of Milan. When the Emperor
bridged the river at Soncino, the army of the League began to retreat
northwards towards Palazzolo; but they were overtaken unawares near
Cortenuova. Their rout was complete; large numbers were slain; many
prisoners, including Tiepolo, the carroccio, and the castello of Cortenuova
fell into the Emperor's hands (27 November 1237). In terror Lodi
opened her gates, and Milan and Piacenza begged for peace, Milan offer-
ing every renunciation and indemnity if she might keep her Jidanm and
cwitado. Frederick may not have intended to abuse his victory, but on
the advice of the Cremonese and Pavese he insisted on unconditional
surrender. It was the fatal mistake of his reign: the Milanese resolved to
perish with arms in their hands rather than submit to so great a dis-
grace, and their example fired their allies. To isolate them, Frederick
advanced westward. From Pavia he sent to the Romans the Milanese
carroccio, saying it appertained to the city, the source of the Empire, to
guard the imperial trophy. He received the submission of Vercelli and
Novara, and later of Turin; to all such towns their privileges were con-
firmed. He then left Manfred Lancia, his vicar, to reduce Alessandria